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the Babe over the course. The Babe hits a tremendous ball, as does
O'Doul, and both of them play sound golf but both were out of
practice and their shots were not always straight. It amused me to
hear the Bambino observe, when he said I was trying to hit the ball
too hard (my usual weakness), that it was precisely the same principle
in baseball and that if one tried to hit too hard (listen to the King
of Swat) one was bound to take one's eyes off the ball. I haven't
noticed the Babe letting up any at the home plate.
But the real kick of the day for me was to listen to the Babe and
Lefty discussing a hundred subjects in the baseball world while we
motored out and in. Wish I had had a stenographer present. After
the game we had to sit on the steps of the Club, with our caddies
behind us, and talk for the news-reels. Suddenly and unexpectedly
told to say something, I observed, so far as I can remember : " Well,
Babe, it's fine to see you in Tokyo. I don't know if you realize
what distinguished company you are in to-day : Mr. Akaboshi,
champion of the Tokyo Golf Club, and—the worst golfer in the
world—myself.''
The Babe responded nobly that he must dispute that title with
me as he had been in every blankety-blank trap on the course. He
had* But he always got out with his first explosion shot, while I
didn't. Of course the personnel and caddies at the Club were thrilled
to the core, and I presented the Babe to such players as we met on
the course ; " Pleased to know you," said the Bambino. Of course all
Japan has gone wild over him. He is a great deal more effective
Ambassador than I could ever be.
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In the London naval conversations the firm stand of our Govern-
ment and delegation to maintain the present naval ratios intact in
the face of Japanese intransigeance, as well as their decision that the
action of the Japanese Government in denouncing the Washington
Naval Treaty automatically created a new situation in which the
conversations must be suspended sine die, leaving the Japanese to
return home empty-handed, were especially gratifying to those of
us who have watched the development in London from this angle.
The thought which is uppermost in my mind is that the United
States is faced, and will be faced* in future, with two main alterna-
tives. One is to be prepared to withdraw from the Far East, grace-
fully and gradually perhaps, but not the less effectively in the long
run, permitting our treaty rights to be nullified, the Open Door to
be closed, our vested economic interests to be dissolved, and our
commerce to operate unprotected. There are those who advocate
this course, and who have advocated it to me personally, on the

